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twenty-eight villages were included within the limits of
the lake.

The name of Raja Ben is as widely known in Northern
India as that of B"4xn& or VikramMitya. Bat he is always
called Raja Ben Chakravartti; whereas at Jabera he is only
known as Edjd Ben Basor. The title of Basor,, or Bansor, is a
well-known contraction of b&nsphor, or bamboo-splitter, which
is the name given to all basket-makers. Bat the people of
Singorgarh are not contented with such a lowly origin for
the maker of their great fort and lake. They have invented
a curious story to account for the name of Basor, Accord-
ing to the legend, tho B/Aja every year used to make a fan of
bamboo, which possessed such miraculous powers that, when-
ever he cut a piece of it, a portion of Ms enemy's army was
at once cut to pieces; or, as one of my informants explained!
the army fell to pieces and dispersed.

I look upon this legend as only an idle attempt to account
for the name of Basor. The embankment is not so large
that it could not have been made by a wealthy dealer in
bamboos; and to him I would attribute the construction of
the lake. But the fort is not likely to have been built by
any private person. It is true that the old fort is not of
great size; but its name would appear to have been derived
&om a certain Gaj Singh Pratih&r, according to an inscrip-
tion of 8 lines which is recorded on a square stone pillar,
10-! feet high3 which still stands on the top of the hill to
the south-east of the fort. In this inscription the hill is
called Gaga-Singhadivrggye\ from which it seems probable that
the fort must have been called Gaja-Singha durga garh, -or
the "hill-fortress of Gaj Singh." By dropping the first
syllable,, and eliding the d of durgs the name would have
become simply Swgorgarb, as it is written at present* The
monolith is called Mrtti-stambh^ or the " pillar of fame/*
It was set up in the Samvat year 1364, or A. D. 1807, on
the vijOfyto dasame, that is, on the tenth day, or damhra9 of
the great festival, when R&ma overthrew BAwan. As ,the
lake was called Vijaya-S&gar, or Bijay-S%ar, I ihiptk it"
probable that it was so named on the same occasion of the
vijaya damme. The village of Bai~S%ar, on the northern
bant of the lake, seems to preserve the name of the I&jayy
Sagarin a curtailed form*

'     About half a 'mile beyond this pillar 'there is ,a
IS feelhigh* with a short iit$ciKi.ptioii of

